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The coronavirus has been with us for a few weeks now. The amount of information, speculation, fake news,
statistics, extrapolations and more or less credible and sinister and conspiratory theories, is overwhelming. It is
easy to have an impression, it is more difficult to have an opinion. It is very easy to develop fear, paranoia, and
emotional disorders. It is not all surprising that the media, all the media, right and left, are working in
uncharacteristic unison to propagate bad news and fear. There is no news like bad news. This reminds us of
Elliot Carver’s world domination speech from the 007 movie Tomorrow Never Dies.

While it will take some time to appreciate — if at all possible — the dimension and depth of the crisis and of its
consequences, there are questions and doubts which may already be raised today.

Worldwide, the flu results in three million to five million cases of severe illness and 291,000 to 646,000 deaths
annually, according to the World Health Organization. This is immensely more than the 25,000 coronavirus
deaths at the time of writing. Just to put things in perspective (this is always a good idea) the top ten killers today
are:
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Some of the deadliest infectious diseases, setting aside the Spanish flu which killed 100 million people, are:
HIV/AIDS — To date more than 30 million people have died of AIDS with nearly 40 million currently infected.

Tuberculosis — Tuberculosis is highly infections kills around 1.5 million people worldwide every year, second
only to malaria and has a mortality rate of 50% is not treated.

Cholera — One of the most infectious diseases, it kills around 120,000 each year.

“But sometimes the immune system’s reaction is too strong, destroying so much tissue in the lungs that they can
no longer deliver enough oxygen to the blood, resulting in hypoxia and death.

In other cases it is not the flu virus itself that triggers an overwhelming and potentially fatal immune response
but rather a secondary infection that takes advantage of a taxed immune system.”

The coronavirus infection triggers fever and coughing. It then leads to shortness of breath. In severe cases —
such as pneumonia — nCoV infection could lead to gastrointestinal problems, as well as kidney failure,
according to the US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

In both cases, flu and coronavirus, it starts with the lungs and, potentially multi-organ failure and shock.
So why this obsession with the coronavirus?

The coronavirus matter has been rather quickly elevated to the level of pandemic (but a few weeks ago,
according to the WHO, it was not).

We don’t know how far contagion will progress or how many will die. Math models are unreliable. Remember,
the most important things in a model are those it doesn’t contain. You can be practically sure that you have left
something out in your model. Someone who has been building models for over 30 years, like the undersigned,
learns not to trust them. This is one reason why our company has been investigating and using model-free
methods for a decade and a half.

But models aside, let’s look at data. As of the time of writing, this is the situation:


https://www.planetdeadly.com/nature/deadliest-infectious-diseases

Country, Total New Total New Total Active Serious. Tot Cases! Tot Deaths/

Other Cases Cases Deaths Deaths Recovered Cases Critical 1M pop 1M pop

USA 85,612 177 1,301 +6 1,868 82,443 2,122 259 4
China 81,340 +55 3,292 +5 74,588 3,460 1,034 57 2
Italy 80,589 8,215 10,361 62,013 3,612 1,333 136
Spain 57,786 4,365 7,015 46,406 3,166 1,236 1
Germany 47,278 +3,340 281 +14 5,673 41,324 23 564 3
Iran 29,406 2,234 10,457 16,716 2,746 350 27
France 29,156 1,696 4,948 2251 3,375 447 26
Switzerland 1,811 192 131 11,488 141 1,366 22
UK 11,668 678 135 10,946 163 172 9
S. Korea 9,332 +91 139 45628 4,665 59 182 3
Netherlands 7431 434 3 6,994 761 434 25
Austria 6,962 +53 49 112 6,801 96 773 5

What is striking is that in the USA, China, Germany and S. Korea, the coronavirus causes between 2 to 4 deaths
per million inhabitants. In other advanced countries, like Italy and Spain, 136 and 93 respectively. That is 20 to
50 times more. Why is this so? How are the Germans different from the Italians (apart from the fact that in Italy
we have better food and make better sports cars)?

It appears that it is all a matter of accounting. In Germany they count only those that die of coronavirus alone,
and not those that have the coronavirus in addition to a bunch of other severe chronic diseases, like diabetes,
heart problems, hypertension. In Italy, the ISS informs that around 99% of the deceased are elderly individuals
with an average of 2.7 chronic diseases. This means that the remaining 1% or so, would bring the 136 deaths per
million close to 2, in line with China for example. Actually it would be closer to 1.5 deaths per million
inhabitants. But there is more. Italy counts all those that died and had caught the covid-19, independently of
where they had died. In Germany they count only those that have died in hospitals. Italy is in full lockdown,
Germany isn’t. That’s why the Italian economy is suffering much more than in other countries.

Suppose you have a couple of nasty chronic diseases, A and B. And then you catch the coronavirus, C. From
A+B you go to A+B+C. You die. Question: what did you really die from? Linear thinking suggests that you died
of C. The logic is that if you don’t get C, you can live (a little longer) with A+B. Another way to see it is that if
you had neither A nor B, C wouldn’t kill you. The truth lies probably in the middle, but it also depends on the
age group one belongs to. A+B in an elderly person is not equal to A+B in a younger one.

Italy, according to Health Care Rank has one of the most efficient health systems in the World:
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Country Healthcare Rank a Population 2020
France 1 65.273.511
Itaty 2 60,461,826
San Manino 3 33931
Andorra 4 77.265
Malta 5 441543
Singapore 6 5,850,342
Spain 7 46754778
Oman 8 5.106.626
Austria 9 9.006.398
apan 10 126476451
Norway n 542124
Portugal 12 10.196.70%
Monaco 13 39,242
Greece 14 10423054
iceland 15 341.243
Luxembourg 16 625,978
Nethertands 17 17.134872
United Kingdom 18 67.886.011
Ireland 19 4937.786
Switzerland 20 8654622

Spain and Italy are also the healthiest countries, according to a Bloomberg ranking:

Bloomberg's List of the Healthiest Countries

Bloomberg has crunched numbers from the UN, World Bank and World Health Organization, scoring 169
nations on a range of factors from life expectancy to obesity, tobacco use, air quality and access to clean
water. Here are the top 20:

Bloomberg 2019 Healthiest Country Index

2019 2017 Health Risk
Rank Rank Change Economy Health Grade Health Score Penalties
1 6 +5 Spain 92.75 96.56 -3.81
2 -1 Italy 91.59 9583 -4.24
3 2 -1 Iceland 91.44 96.11 -4.67
4 T +3 Japan 91.38 9559 421
5 3 2 Switzerand 90.93 9471 -3.78
6 8 +2 Sweden 90.24 9413 -3.89
7 5 2 Australia 89.75 9396 421
8 4 B Singapore 89.29 93.19 -3.90
9 1" +2 Norway 89.09 9325 -4.16
10 9 -1 Israel 88.15 92.01 -386
1" 10 -1 Luxembourg 87.39 92.03 -464
12 14 +2 France 86.94 91.70 -4.76
13 12 -1 Austria 86.30 90.81 -4.51
14 15 +1 Finland 85.89 90.18 -429
15 13 2 Netherlands 85.86 90.07 421
16 17 +1 Canada 85.70 90.31 -4 .61
17 24 +7 S. Korea 8541 89.48 -407
18 19 +1 New Zealand 85.06 89.68 -4 62
19 23 +4 UK. 84.28 88.74 -4.48
20 2 +2 Ireland 84.06 89.57 -5.51

Surprised? So why do these two countries have such a huge mortality due to the coronavirus? Is it just a matter
of creative accounting? Things just don’t add up (clearly some will surely blame it on climate change).



You will read in the press, foreign and Italian, that the health system in Italy is in a state of collapse. Here is the
definition of collapse (Merriam Webster):

99 Cc.

“to fall or shrink together abruptly and completely”, “to break down completely”.

Well, the health system in Italy has not broken down completely, it has not disintegrated. It has not collapsed. It
is saturated. It is working at, or close to peak capacity.

Wisdom starts by calling things with the right words. Saturation is not collapse. It is actually almost quite the
opposite — a collapsed system doesn’t work at all, a saturated system is doing the best it can (OK, not necessarily
with the highest efficiency). Again, there is no news like bad news. The media prefer to say “collapsed” instead
of “saturated”. They must spread fear. Fear is big business. It helps to obtain huge leverage on society.

So, setting aside the clinical aspects, what are the consequences of this crisis today?

1. In most European countries people live under Martial Law. From Wikipedia: “Martial law is the
imposition of direct military control of normal civilian functions by a government, especially in
response to a temporary emergency such as invasion or major disaster, or in an occupied territory.
Martial law can be used by governments to enforce their rule over the public”. But there is no war,
occupation, no major disaster, no radiation, violent volcanic eruptions or tsunamis (which can kill up to
250,000). The corona-virus, compared to other diseases or natural disasters is not a major disaster.
Approximately 842 million people suffer from hunger worldwide. That’s almost 12 percent of the
world’s population of 7.1 billion people. Approximately 9 million people die of hunger each year
according to world hunger statistics; more than the death toll for malaria, AIDS and tuberculosis
combined in 2012. If hunger is not a major disaster then, based on sheer numbers, the coronavirus
certainly is not.

2. People’s cell phones are tracked to see if they respect quarantine, to see where they go — this happens in
Italy as far as the author knows. The police and military can stop you at a road block. Your can be
sequestrated. Borders are sealed.

3. There is a steady destruction of the economy and huge transfer of wealth from the middle class to the
elites. Millions are losing their jobs, many small companies are going bust. Pretty much like in the 2008
crisis. Money printing is rampant and we are being told that we must increase our debt. One day
someone will come to collect.

Now the economy may bounce back. It probably will recover. However, when governments are able to control
citizens, to reduce their personal freedoms, no matter what miserable excuse or ploy they resort to, they rarely
give it back. After 9/11, your luggage will always be thoroughly checked at an airport, you will always need to
put your belt and wrist watch (only 007 has exploding watches!) under an X-ray machine, everyone will see
what cosmetics you use, and some guy will touch your legs and crotch looking for hidden guns or explosives. All
in the name of our safety (and to the delight of security companies and agencies). This will never cease.

After the coronavirus social experiment is over, the system will never stop spying on us and restricting our
movements. After the coronavirus, any excuse to confine and control the population will work. The media will
see to it by spreading fear. The system rarely wastes a good crisis.

It is said that the Chernobyl accident triggered the collapse of the Soviet Union, and later of the Bolschevik
empire. It may just happen that the coronavirus will be the trigger of the dissolution of the European Union,
which, in this case as in numerous other cases, is not much of a union at all. This would certainly be an unwanted
outcome, unwelcome by the elites, but it would be a glorious manifestation of how highly complex and
fragile systems can suddenly develop non intuitive dynamics, without any outside orchestration or a master
choreographer.



